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of either his mind or hishave the attentionThe only justification a man can
for writing an .ryticlt, from an expert j- - r
standpoint, is that he knows his subject.

I think I know mine. It Is a living sub-

ject of flesh and blood and one that I
have been studying day In .and day out
from every viewpoint for thirteen years.
Sly subject is Murdock-t- he next accordng to his standard. Hoch- -
Ccngressman irom mis aisinci j. nujit--.

I doubt if there is an adult person either
in, Kansas or Oklahoma who does not
know him by reputation. A great many
only know that he has red hair and is a
"brilliant and versatile newspaper man.
Others only know him as a clever and
companionable gentleman- - full of
animation and somewhat hostile to dross
suits and shams. 1 take pride in the
fancy that I know him better than any
other living man with the exception of
his father and father-in-la-

If I owned the Seventh Congressional
district In fee simple, I would be willing
to wager every quarter section in it
against a dime that if Victor goes to Con- -

gress he will make his mark and give his
district a national reputation within three
years.

J

Kansas never enjoyed such a reputation
as when the lamented Ingalls represented
it in Congress. His unique mentality and
prodigious intellectuality offset and bal-

anced everything bad credited to the
Etato. In admiration of his philipics
against Democracy the whole Republican
world forgot the grasshopper calamity
and in their frothy indignation the whole
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Democratic world forgot the o i necesary to an editorial During his ,

the prancing cyclone. How could Kan- - j campaign with McKinley Ohio he mas-sa- s

be considered bankrupt at any time j the tariff problem; in '86 he '

it had such of genius in one money question from a
man? Kansas return to the enjoy-- later the trust and transpor--

ment of the Ingalls made j tation questions became his study. ;

it if the Seventh district convention which j jng- ti10 war wjtn applied '

meetsthis nominates Mur-- ! to what developed under the !

"i do not that Victor Df and doubt
the of Ingalls immediately, but I j whether there is man in the state

so far as anything not provable more the of
is knowable, that ho will reach it ulti-- tne Spanish-America- n than he did.
mately if the j irrigation is his hobbies and he be-- '

seem to nothing but the j uCVes the destlnj' of Kansas
of over-zealo- friend, but record western Oklahoma depends upon the utili-i- t

ray prophecy and I to live to zati0n on the surface of
see it fulfilled. He is passionately fond studying popu- -

movements he probably give
knows than Ingalls a and logical theory of

knew 32. If Kansas bom I Ujrtn evolution Farmers'
he could write for the new state as good

a motto as ad astra per aspcra. To my
mind and in my belief ho would direct its
course to stars as high as Ingalls ever
dreamed of.

Why can't the public the policy
of the promotion of the fittest? I know
practically every man who will be Vic-

tor's rivals for the Congressional nomina-
tion and I am not going to say anything
against them. It is nothing against

say that in mentality, in activity, in
availability, in adaptability, in tempera- -

in the questions u fa ,n the
enlarged fjr fo b(j fa,r

anu in general range ox Q y&inj dcve,oped talcnt

head and shoulders and chest above any.
of them, while some could not reachhis

in general and special qualifica-
tions for position.

Why then, shouldn't the Seventh dis-

trict nominate him? Is it because he Is
a tenderfoot doesn't know people
or their needs? Who among the other
candidates has lived here longer? Who
among them but he can say that he walk-
ed his first steps and his
words in the district? Who stands ahead

him in loyalty to the pnrty that
the making of a Congressman? Who
stands ahead of liim in work he has
done for material development the
district? Never was there a time when
the people of Uie district such

to find man can fit and
adorn vacant The very m

of of the losing
of such me mad.

was about IS when I first know
him. He was "rooting" for his side at
a baseball game the freckled est ly I
thought I saw. He was full of that
youthful life which has never left him.
Ho was then known over a considerable
portion of the state for his popular para-
graphingbetter known than Ingalls was
at IS. He was not more than 80 when

of the pleasant circumstances of
Xato made him my "boss." I not be-

lieve that a has passed since whether
together or otherwise I have not
thought him and never dkl a thought
corao-t- o me of him was not accom-
panied by a prophecy of bright future
of kind for him. After working
side by with him for a few years he
went Chicago to work on the Inter-Ocea- n

a,s a. reporter.

Victor was scarcely two weeks In Chi-
cago when I happened to be there also.
I made quiet inquiries about him ami
heard his city editor say: "that young
man has a future." Within a month all
Chicago were reading his articles and

prominent men called at the man-
aging editor's to ask who was
ing them. Youth generally is vain but i

was then as he is now absolutely j
'Ignorant of his He attributed his

success industry. The year he became
a voter that great Chicago paper intrust- -
cd to him th rrnortin nf

!ng In state he bfore.
pcop'.c habits ho did not know

ro".'t!c from poli-
tics his state, of
his work that brought ti him
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Ho told me t.u: ttnns if
he toM me once.

characteristics and
satility mind than any have

coo clock in his office or the habits of his
old cow. And con-

clusions and results Hearing
pianist will make him for two

But he does dream often for
eood are not very numerous.

man, the great musician, one
niui rival of Paderewski, told me

that Victor's conversation 5vith him on

musical topics and his technical knowl- -

edge of the harmony was one

of the most pleasant surprises of his ,

American books and their con- - j

tents he can 'till the cows come
An artist in Paris told

that Victor almost sent him crazy giving
him suggestions as to how a certain

should be painted. Shakespeare,
he thinks, was the greatest poet ever

Carlyle the greatest historian and
Lawrence the cleverest
writer. Montaigne is very fond.

think I could reach a full measure of
my pride in being a Kansan if I could see

a Congressman and hear him in
conversation the swell
men and statesmen, who think they are
something at Washington, on books and
kindred subjects.

With of thes things he
while a the

age of sixteen when ho a hard
worker.
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lie is not a partisan he is a
strict Republican in politics. He begins
his politics in the precinct and holds that
it is the exact spot at which the pulse
of the nation must be felt. He believes
that with no local conditions influencing j

it the true trend of political thought
sentiment can be arrived at by a study
of the precinct. He is a hard fighter
a wise tactician in politics and his meth-
ods are always along the honesty

fairness towards the other side. Ho
ment. grasp of the groat thmks ,tal end
an republic will have to meet j one opp0Pition.
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for constructive politics and if he had .

disposition he could set pins and make
'complications which would prove him to

bo a dangerous rival at head of a '

machine, because he is As
a matter of fact, his tastes are entirely
in newspaper Writing is his pas-

sion.

VIctoi's most vicious habits are hard
work and a pipe. If the world would
always give him something to do a bag
of tobacco and some books, he would not
be The other habits of mod-

ern he has not. Ho has no
idea of the relative value of a blue

chip and a white one than the man in
the moon. lie always works with his
coat off. He Is about fifteen degrees
warmer-bloode- d than the average
and when summer comes around he is a
sight to in his sanctum. Coat, vest,
galluses, and, many times the shirt, come
off and the sweat at the roots of his red '

hair looks like blood. Of course, with
his experience, he can take any place in
the shop and when gets 3'ick,
he does not hesitate to add the night to ;

the days' toil. Once he said to mo that ;

It was his wish, should he happen to
his tombstone contain simply this
"Victor Murdoch, a hard worker."

I have never known a harder worker
nor have ever known a man who could
got work more out of others.
He has a wonderful intluence over em- -

ployes, and have never known him to
have an enemy in the office but the tele- -
phone. He considers that piece of mechan-
ism the contrivance of ah evil spirit. When
a man is planning out nice sentence
and has it about coppered, the telephone
is sure ring and down comes the tiny
fabric of one's thought. It rings a little
oftcner In the Eagle office than in any
othar newspaper otilce in America.

have never known him to discharge
a man from office but one and
ho came within an of hiring him back
again the next day, although his offense
was serious. If there had been a woman
and tears in the affair he sure do It.
Once, several years ago, during panic,
it became necessary to cut down the
force. men had to be discharged,
It was up Victor to do Itt They soon
appeared in the ofllce and by way of pre- -

campabrn in Ohio when McKlnley, then a limlnaries he started a conversation with
probability, was lighting for them. He finally calle me into another :

his political life in that state. The im- - j worn ami said: "I haven't Uie heart to
portHUce of Victor s alignment will b? do it. you up some gentle way of
more readily understood when it is known j informing them of the situation. I came
that the lntcr-oca- n v. thon the main back to the men an for some reason
organ of Mr. McKi:iJo Presidential as- - they anticipated my duty and cheerfully
plrntlons. tra . '. through that helped m- - cut of the unpleasant situation,
state with McKiniey and when or re- - ; The secret of his marvellous influence
members his age SI the fact of him be- - with his men Is this, ho works with
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them on equal He has never In
the slightest dogree abused the privilege

' he enjoys of Ving son of the editor-in- -
chief and n- - r of the paper. He has never
for moment thought that he Is anything
more than an employe, working on a sal- -
ary like anybody else about the place,
He aMresod as "Vic" by everybody.
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Some great man has snid: "If a man Is
generally address, d by his first name he
is mlphtv ai t to be a good fellow' The
st.'toroe- -t is very true in th case under j

corssi'Vrat r..

Victor hs multitudinous relations other
man rnose w tn n.,. jiis rptauows j
with thr as mar.vrinir editor of !

the Ear'- - --v.rily -- -
claim ti l.:r.- - h.'re f b - vme. He has j

leal v.rh th-- ' 5n.u-- e- , .iiaca. the com- - !

phUMiag merchant, the man who wants
things .kept out cf the papers, the wonvxn

the editor, the person with some hobby to
exploit in Ink, the politician and the
spring ioet. He has a ready If not a
willing ear for all of them. He hears
their claims or complaints and gets along
well with them because he is candid. If
poetry is bad ,and practically all poetry
that comes to a newspaper office Is bad,
he will say so. He generally applies a
balm of some Wnd to the poet's wounded
heart which satisfies him. Women will
never learn the logic of a newspaper.
They will bring all kinds of clippings to
have them reprinted and can't under-
stand why the Youth's Companion will
publish them and the Eagle won't. With
them Victor has a fierce time. He will
argue with them until one would think
they were at the point of exchanging
blows and when he has argued enough
he generally yields and then the woman
goes away doubly happy in the belief that
she scored a double victory in getting the
piece printed and in what is more to her,
getting the best of the argument.

Human sympathy is a wonderful thing.
Probably there is no metropolitan paper
in America which prints obituaries for
evcrybory, free, but the Eagle. Victor
holds that birth and death are the biggest
events in the chain of a human career.
It is his policy, and he holds to It
strictly with a 'must," that a bereaved
family must have the right to express
their sorrows and their hopes through the
Eagle. It makes no difference who the
people are. The humblest negro women
in town, if her husband dies, can use the
columns of the Eagle to tell the public his
goodness in life. The sorrows of a negro
woman or of any other person in humble
life are held by him to be as genuine as
tho sorrows of those in exalted social sta-

tion. The "card of thanks" always gets
in and the baby notice is sure to be there.

As a story teller, mostly personal ex-

periences, Victor is at home. He has a
wonderful memory of events although it
is not as strong as to names and faces,
as a good politician ought to have. He
can tell a story better than he can write
it and that is an unusual trait In a news-
paper man of his ability; and it is cer-

tainly a compliment to his story-tellin- g

powers. I have known him to sit on a
stool in the print shop on Sunday morning
after the paper had gone to press and en-

tertain fifteen or twenty men for as high
as four hours at a sitting. I don't know
that I have ever heard him tell the same
story twice. He is poetic in his fancies,
although he has never written a verse
unless ho has done it in secret, which he
probably did in his youth.

He is considerably inclined to venerate
institutions and to cling to custom. Al-

though he has no denominational prefer-
ence, so far as I know, he is a staunch
believer in the influence of religion and
will argue to the last ditch with one who
opposes it. He would fight to maintain
ground-ho- g day, April Fool's day, the
Fourth of July and Christmas. At Christ-
mas time he will forever be a boy,
whether he goes to Congress or the Presi-
dent's chair. lie usually gets a great
many Christmas presents and gives more
than he can afford, but he has a holy
horror of giving or receiving anything
that is useful. He would rather get a
fifty-ce- chromo than a $30 overcoat.

The late Xoble Prentiss, while work
ing for John A. Martin in the Atchison
Champion, several years ago took a na-

tion one timo to save money and started
a bank account. He kept putting monoy
into the bank for nearly a year. One day
he ran short of money and It is told for
actual truth that he had to ask Governor
Martin how to get it out. Ho was prob-
ably fifty years of age at the time and
never had written a check. Victor Isn't
quite that bad. He knows how to put
money into a bank and how to draw
it out, but he doesn't know any moro
about how his account stands, so long
as it is on the right side of the ledger,
than a citizen of Timbuctoo. A robber
could catch him any hour of the day or
night between January and October and
not be able to find more than two bits
in his pocket.

Mostly overybody believes that he is
a college-bre- d man. He Isn't. All his
education was gotten in a ward school
in Wichita. He was a scholar at fourteen
and before he was ten years of age he
was juggling with the English language
and constructing paradoxes, epigrams and
things. His vocabulary is almost equal
to the dictionary. He gets this by in-

heritance, for probably no editor west
of the Mississippi knows more words of
the English lunguage than his father .

Victor likes excitement. He Is always
at the window when a brass band or the
fire department is passing. ,He would
rather have seen Mont Peelee blows its
head off than get a certificate of election
to tho United States Senate. He has a
passion to see the forces of nature at
work and has said many times that he
would like to be In a cyclone If he could
live to write it up. He is fond of politi-

cal excitement but does not like to be

the central figure In It. The more com-

plicated it is the more he likes it. be-

cause ho loves to unravel the schemes
of men and can see deep into the entan-
glements of political combinations. It
is an intricate machine whoso workings
ho falls to understand. It is the news-

paper instinct and not the political in-

stinct that is back of him.

His friendships are peculiar. . Late at
ntght once the telephone bell rang and
I was called for. I do not know whether
Victor had gone to bed or not. but It was
very late. Mentioning the name of a
certain man to me he said: "if anything
should happen to me I want you to al-

ways be his friend." The man had done
him a service and he conceived the pos-

sibility of sudden death before he could
reward him for it. He was so sensible to
the instinct of friendship that be would

not risk the possibMties of death till
next morning to tell me Ohis wish. He

wlli. in time, forgive anything hot lt

that he never forgives. A few days
ago he received a letter from a politician
In western Kansas county, frankly stat-

ing that he was opposed to hira. "After

Victor read it he said: "if mil the men
were like him poiltlcs would not be a
coUosal lie." I believe the most eleuuest
letter be hss written during hto cam-

paign was to this man thanking "bun for
bis frankness. He fen that a nao ne
one hundredth and nlneiy-or- st part of
the proNem of his castjaigu solved when
he received this letter.

Victor was bom at BnrMaeaine S2 years
n wha that town was la what a? bow

ever known. Ills observation .is HkeUizht- - who wants thinas ia lh. narwr mnlc tKaventh district. Before he. was f&He
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L aeo I

m?m-&&- and
SxM?23Xt& but

JR? JV'4tt rani t kuuu me

she

a stage-coac- h and rode a good deal of
the way on the knee of Justice David J.
Brewer of the supreme court of the
United States who was his fellow pas- - t

senger. He has been here ever since
with the exception of something like two
years at Chicago. If he goes to Con-
gress no . man in the Seventh district will
ever feel that he is misrepresented.

DAVID D. LEAHY.

DIDN'T DRIVE A CAB.

"The only time I ever saw a smilo
come over the face of the able jurist who
presided for two terms as our County
Judge tack in the 'SOs was during Ihe
trial of a man charged with larceny. Tfco
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his cab for an hour, including the time
when the crime was committed.

"You drive a cab, do he asked.
Without hesitating the

"Xo, sir."
"What?" queried the astonished lawyer,,

"did you not testify that you have been
driving a cab for several years?"

"No, sir."
"Do you mean to say. remembering that

you are under oath, driving cabs is
not your

"I certainly do.' ,
"Then please tell the court what you

do for a living."
"Why," answered the unperturbed cab-

by. "I drive the horses are
to the cab."

expression which came over tho
counsel's was enough to make an ele-

phant smile, and the court indulged in a
hearty laugh, although the caution--c- d

the witness to pay less attention to
tho points in answering the
questions. Milwaukee Sentinel.

eaeTIhoodooed.

you know I believe one of my ears
is hoodooed," said the pale-face- d man
as he settled down into a big-arm- chair,
"ard I know a good many things which
tend to strengthen this belief. Impossible,
eh? Well, you are foolish. Ono of my
old schoolmates had a hoodooed toe. Ev- -
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Try again for Health
. Chicaoo. Iu,., South Peoria Street, Oct. 7. 1902.

cheerfully give an endorsement Wine Cardni sake suffering women who read these lints. Eight months
EO that Was Compelled to titrioTm r.orrlrnll tV. ronld keen noth- -

it and vomited frequently. could urinate without sireat nain and couched so much that aad longs were
The doctors

had desire to live.
went

it Bright disease and othere said was consumption. mattered to "What they called
A sister visited from and asked me had tried Wine of Cardui.

at Wnght bottle. really felt no better 5rst after using and had little hope
after two weeks becan to 3lowly improve and

took nineteen bottles and believe that saved
you wonder then that graieful to Wine or

Cardni when owe that medicine much?
believe many women could much

suffering they but knew of value.

Contrast healthy and happy condition of this n 44cheerfullv"wrote this letter and piti-
able state when cared little whether she had dread consumDtion or fatal Bright disease, havin;? no to

will get an adequate idea Wine of Cardni is to'anv woman who hikes it as faithfull v Sirs. Dunbar took it.
Wine Cardui often makes ouick

and bearing down pains, but there deep seated troubles that it takes time to core. Wine Cardui does
simply benumb nerves action, goes direcdv to root trouble, tisane
and eradicating disease.

The cures that Wine of Cardui effects lastinc because this great woman's remedy does work thor--
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frequent application water, either to
the person to cooking utensils. Yet
every one, and all, eats the)
bread. It good, and all refrain from
looking inside the homo the baker.

Another typical street scene San
attorney certain lawyer Juan "beggars' day." occu-- l
who well liked, attempting pation every day used to be "beggars

ovori hi ow our alibi," said F. : day." The streets were of profes-a- n

attorney. "We had procured sional many them repulsive
witness who testified leprosy and elephantiasis,

defense that defendant ridden the island. The
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who were living amicably along with
rest population, have been seclud-
ed in little island of their own.
other beggars are still allowed to ply
their trade upon streets on a periodi-
cal "beggars" day." drug
store on the plaza beggars are
allowed to and get necessary
for which the government pays. Street

popular, and always have
crowd about

Juanita her kind live all around
the of the island, where there a
"black belt," thick fringe made up of
400,000 negroes, dashed with a
nearly every blood in the world, and
making nearly the population
the island. Then there are 100,000

ish, the business professional
pic of thc island. And in the moun
tainous interior there are 500,000 true
Puerto Iticans, descendants the orig-

inal Carib Indian stock, crossed with
Spanish. the "black belt" tho coast
very few the people are part-
ly owing fact that
fee has hitherto been from $50 to $100.

But the trouble deeper. At one
our stations the required
number men and women converts who
were living together married. Five
women When the missionary's
wife asked them reason they replied
with "Why, do you suppose
I going support man and not

time anything happened to him j have the right to swap If I want to?"
harpened to that toe. he would Their normal sense simply never
'stump' nail again he would pink been developed even awakened. They

with a thorn, a splinter; he would are a kind-hearte- hospitable
too smashed these things hao- - people; music-lovin- pleasure loving

peiied to the same toe. grev showing a good deal of dosirt an edu-- A

hat happened? Corn corn I ver 'cation.
same unlucky toe. I j Through mountainous interior,

krew another fellow. Fate seemed to oT wild and beautiful scenery, where
have a pick at his nose. Every tim-- i j trail often winds base a

happened nose thing j towering precipice another de-- it

happened to. One day a tried .c descending on the other side, the
cut him with a razor. Just clipped ! Puerto P.fcans are a much healthier

of his nose a gracious bit ! pie. both physically and morally .than
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their homes are very comfortable, re- -
garded from the tropical standpoint.
which wants a house to protect against a
heat, not cold. They stand on skids, to a

allow a free circulation with matting and
mosquito netting. The government
schools, which opened a few months
ago. s'at only 60.0CO out of the 300.00
children of the island.

A FRAGILE APPETITE.

"A young man of my acquaintance" said
Dr. Cynlcus, "who Is very much in low
wearies me excessively by his ravings
over his sweetheart, her aagetic qualities,
ot cetera. She is too fragile for this world
he thinks.

"Fragile V says I, "how fragile? Ever
test her fragility? Let roe give you sme
figures her and womankind In gen-

eral, showing the extent of their fragility.
We will suppose this piece of perfection
Is in moderately good health. She will
lire to. say. sixty years of age. Women
do not like, any more than men do. to die

not so much for women never row old
you know. Listea to. me' She will eat
one pound of beef - mtflti'm or emne th' r
meat every day. That's pounds of nsh
In a year. In sixty vears It's 2LJW pnonda.
H.vw's that for fragility?

"She will at ss much bread and
much per diem and here yoa
have tn sixty rears pounds of bread

'and rreat.
"If she is not too angelic she vOl drink

nr- - !e thar two quarts of cof- - ta
or iriie asd mayb" And by the the
sh is readv to have a nonu3ert she adll
h-- t ve hogsheads ot Onuids.
Fragile?

Every woman corets
shapely, figure, and
many of tbem deplore the
loss of their giniw

after marriage. The bearing
of children is often destructive
to the mother's shapeliness.
All of this can be avoided,

however, bv the u$e of Mother's Friend before baby rormss, as this
liniment alwavs prepares the bodv for thc strain upon tt, sad6 ' r Mother's Friend all thc

danger ot chud-birt- h, and carries tec motner saiciy inrowgu
this critical period vriihout pain. It is woman's jrrcatenS bicstiag.
Thousands Erratefmlv tell of the benefit and relief derived from the

remedy.
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One-Wa- y Colonist Second Class fates
...VIA.. 1

To California, also points in W.u-lu:.gt-.". Oregon and British Columbia,
in effect dully from February l"th to April Rates from Wichita
to bo as follows:

to San Francisco. Los Angeles and all common California points.
$20.0) to Billings. Mont., and intermediate points.
J20.C0 to Livingston. Logan. Cinnabar and intermcdlato points on Northern

Paclnc.
$20.00 to Ogden, Salt Lake City. Poccatcrtia and intermediate points in

Idaho: also Holena and Butte, Mont.
$2.50 to Spokane and intermedia te points.
$26.00 to Portland. Tucpma and Seattle, Wash.; aiso VnneoHVor and Vic-

toria. British Columbia.
For further Information, please address the undersigned.

0 B. F. DUNN. Division Passenger Agant--

R. G. NORRIS, Tickot Agent.

"Follow the Flag."

Tra

Wabash Route
Between

sty and the East

ins Dai!y-- 5

Kansas City to St. Louis
Unsurpassed service, smooth track, fast time. Wabash trains run

directly through the World s Fair rounds. St. Louis, in full view ef sll
the magnificent buildings The only Una that does It.

Wabash Train No. 8
Leaving Kansas City 6 p rr. . jrr!v. X.amra va:! nd HuffaJo aext
evening, ar.d w Yurk n: d lesion early second morning, saving a day's
travel! Through rvlre Fn- - chair cars. Wwpi and dining ears. Ask
your ticket agent for tickets over the W.ibantt.

H. C. SHIELDS. I- - 8. HTI.ELI.A2C.
Traveling Passenger Aent. Western Passenger Aeast.

yri Main Street, Kansas City. Mo.

Meseekers1 Excursions
One Way and Round Trip

To points in Oklahoma. Tex-i-- . lVinisiana, Arkan-
sas ami X'W Mexico. March 3 and 17,

April 7 and 21. If03.
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